Introduction
The Life of Peter.
Scriptures used in our lesson.
* Joh 1:44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and
Peter. Bethsaida was located at the Northeastern end of the Sea of Galilee.
* Mar 1:21 And they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath he
entered the synagogue and was teaching.
* Mar 1:29-31 And immediately he left the synagogue and entered the house of
Simon and Andrew, with James and John. Now Simon's mother-in-law lay ill with a
fever, and immediately they told him about her. And he came and took her by the
hand and lifted her up, and the fever left her, and she began to serve them.
* Luke 5:3 Getting into one of the boats, which was Simon's, he asked him to put
out a little from the land. And he sat down and taught the people from the boat.
* Luke 5:9-10 For he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of
fish that they had taken, and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who
were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now
on you will be catching men.”
* John 1:35-40 The next day again John was standing with two of his
disciples, and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of
God!” The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. Jesus turned
and saw them following and said to them, “What are you seeking?” And they said
to him, Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you staying?” He said to them,
“Come and you will see.” So they came and saw where he was staying, and they
stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth hour. One of the two who heard
John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother.
* Joh 1:41-42 He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have
found the Messiah” (which means Christ). He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at
him and said, “You are Simon the son of John. You shall be called Cephas” (which
means Peter).
* Mar 1:16-18 Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew
the brother of Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. And Jesus
said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men.” And
immediately they left their nets and followed him.
* Luk 5:1-11 On one occasion, while the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the
word of God, he was standing by the lake of Gennesaret, and he saw two boats by
the lake, but the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their

nets. Getting into one of the boats, which was Simon's, he asked him to put out a
little from the land. And he sat down and taught the people from the boat. And
when he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep and let
down your nets for a catch.” And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night and
took nothing! But at your word I will let down the nets.” Peter was respectful and
calls Jesus Master. And when they had done this, they enclosed a large number of
fish, and their nets were breaking. They signaled to their partners in the other boat
to come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began
to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, “Depart
from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” For he and all who were with him were
astonished at the catch of fish that they had taken, and so also were James and John,
sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not
be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.” And when they had brought
their boats to land, they left everything and followed him.
* Mar 5:35-42 While he was still speaking, there came from the ruler's house
some who said, “Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the Teacher any further?” But
overhearing what they said, Jesus said to the ruler of the synagogue, “Do not fear,
only believe.” And he allowed no one to follow him except Peter and James and
John the brother of James. They came to the house of the ruler of the synagogue,
and Jesus saw a commotion, people weeping and wailing loudly. And when he had
entered, he said to them, “Why are you making a commotion and weeping? The
child is not dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at him. But he put them all
outside and took the child's father and mother and those who were with him and
went in where the child was. Taking her by the hand he said to her, “Talitha cumi,”
which means, “Little girl, I say to you, arise.” And immediately the girl got up and
began walking (for she was twelve years of age), and they were immediately
overcome with amazement.
* Luk 8:51 And when he came to the house, he allowed no one to enter with him,
except Peter and John and James, and the father and mother of the child.
* Mat 16:13-18 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said,
“Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the
prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter replied,
“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed
are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my
Father who is in heaven. Imagine what this did to Peter….to realize that the
Father had revealed this precious reality to him. And I tell you, you are Peter, and
on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

* Mat 7:24 “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be
like a wise man who built his house on the rock.
* Mat 15:15 But Peter said to him, “Explain the parable to us.”
* Mar 11:20-23 As they passed by in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered
away to its roots. And Peter remembered and said to him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree
that you cursed has withered.” And Jesus answered them, “Have faith in
God. Truly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown
into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says will
come to pass, it will be done for him.
* Joh 6:66-69 After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked
with him. So Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” Simon
Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal
life, and we have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of
God.”
* Mar 8:31-33 And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many
things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be
killed, and after three days rise again. And he said this plainly. And Peter took him
aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked
Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the
things of God, but on the things of man.”
* Mar 9:2-9 And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John,
and led them up a high mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before
them, and his clothes became radiant, intensely white, as no one on earth could
bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, and they were talking
with Jesus. And Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here. Let us make
three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” For he did not know
what to say, for they were terrified. And a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice
came out of the cloud, “This is my beloved Son; listen to him.” And suddenly,
looking around, they no longer saw anyone with them but Jesus only. And as they
were coming down the mountain, he charged them to tell no one what they had
seen, until the Son of Man had risen from the dead.
* Mar 11:1-11 Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany,
at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into
the village in front of you, and immediately as you enter it you will find a colt tied,
on which no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why are
you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord has need of it and will send it back here
immediately.’” And they went away and found a colt tied at a door outside in the
street, and they untied it. And some of those standing there said to them, “What are

you doing, untying the colt?” And they told them what Jesus had said, and they let
them go. And they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it, and he sat
on it. And many spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches
that they had cut from the fields. And those who went before and those who
followed were shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord! Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the
highest!” And he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple. And when he had
looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the
twelve.
* Mar 14:12-25 And on the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they sacrificed
the Passover lamb, his disciples said to him, “Where will you have us go and
prepare for you to eat the Passover?” r 14:13 And he sent two of his disciples and
said to them, “Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you.
Follow him, and wherever he enters, say to the master of the house, ‘The Teacher
says, Where is my guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my
disciples?’ And he will show you a large upper room furnished and ready; there
prepare for us.” And the disciples set out and went to the city and found it just as he
had told them, and they prepared the Passover. And when it was evening, he came
with the twelve. And as they were reclining at table and eating, Jesus said, “Truly, I
say to you, one of you will betray me, one who is eating with me.” They began to
be sorrowful and to say to him one after another, “Is it I?” He said to them, “It is
one of the twelve, one who is dipping bread into the dish with me. For the Son of
Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is
betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been born.”
Institution of the Lord's Supper And as they were eating, he took bread, and after
blessing it broke it and gave it to them, and said, “Take; this is my body.” And he
took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, and they all drank of
it. And he said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for
many. Truly, I say to you, I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that day
when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.”
* Joh 13:1-12 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his
hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who
were in the world, he loved them to the end. During supper, when the devil had
already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him, Jesus,
knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come
from God and was going back to God, rose from supper. He laid aside his outer
garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. Then he poured water into a
basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was
wrapped around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you

wash my feet?” Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not understand now,
but afterward you will understand.” Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my
feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with
me.” Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my
head!” Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need to wash, except
for his feet, but is completely clean. And you are clean, but not every one of
you.” For he knew who was to betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you are
clean.” When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed
his place, he said to them, “Do you understand what I have done to you?
* Mat 26:31-35 Then Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away because of me
this night. For it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock
will be scattered.’ But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.” Peter
answered him, “Though they all fall away because of you, I will never fall
away.” Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster
crows, you will deny me three times.” Peter said to him, “Even if I must die with
you, I will not deny you!” And all the disciples said the same.
* Luk 22:31-34 “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he
might sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail.
And when you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.” Peter said to him,
“Lord, I am ready to go with you both to prison and to death.” Jesus said, “I tell
you, Peter, the rooster will not crow this day, until you deny three times that you
know me.”
* Mat 26:36-46 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he
said to his disciples, “Sit here, while I go over there and pray.” And taking with him
Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and troubled. Then he
said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch
with me.” And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My
Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as
you will.” And he came to the disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to
Peter, “So, could you not watch with me one hour? Watch and pray that you may
not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” Again,
for the second time, he went away and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass
unless I drink it, your will be done.” And again he came and found them sleeping,
for their eyes were heavy. So, leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the
third time, saying the same words again. Then he came to the disciples and said to
them, “Sleep and take your rest later on. See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of
Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is
at hand.”

* Luke22:48-51 but Jesus said to him, “Judas, would you betray the Son of Man
with a kiss?” And when those who were around him saw what would follow, they
said, “Lord, shall we strike with the sword?” And one of them struck the servant of
the high priest and cut off his right ear. But Jesus said, “No more of this!” And he
touched his ear and healed him.
* Joh 18:10-11 Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high
priest's servant and cut off his right ear. (The servant's name was Malchus.) So
Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its sheath; shall I not drink the cup that the
Father has given me?”
* Luk 22:54 -62 Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the
high priest's house, and Peter was following at a distance. And when they had
kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat down
among them. Then a servant girl, seeing him as he sat in the light and looking
closely at him, said, “This man also was with him.” But he denied it, saying,
“Woman, I do not know him.” And a little later someone else saw him and said,
“You also are one of them.” But Peter said, “Man, I am not.” And after an interval
of about an hour still another insisted, saying, “Certainly this man also was with
him, for he too is a Galilean.” But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are
talking about.” And immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster
crowed. And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the saying
of the Lord, how he had said to him, “Before the rooster crows today, you will deny
me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly.
* Joh 20:1-2 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb
early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the
tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom
Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we
* Luk 24:12 But Peter rose and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw
the linen cloths by themselves; and he went home marveling at what had happened.
* Luk 24:33-34 And they rose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem. And they
found the eleven and those who were with them gathered together, saying, “The
Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!”
* 1Co 15:3-5 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that
he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that he
appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.

* Joh 21:15-19 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter,
“Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord;
you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” He said to him a
second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord;
you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” He said to him the
third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he
said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know
everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. Truly,
truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk
wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and
another will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.” (This he said to
show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to
him, “Follow me.”
* Joh 21:20-22 Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following
them, the one who also had leaned back against him during the supper and had said,
“Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?” When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus,
“Lord, what about this man?” Jesus said to him, “If it is my will that he remain until
I come, what is that to you? You follow me!”
* Act 1:15-17 In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of
persons was in all about 120) and said, “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled,
which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas,
who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. For he was numbered among us
and was allotted his share in this ministry.”
*Act 2:14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed
them: “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and
give ear to my words. (And he preaches to them about Jesus…5000 are saved.
Acts 2:14-36)
* Act 3:1-8 Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer,
the ninth hour. And a man lame from birth was being carried, whom they laid daily
at the gate of the temple that is called the Beautiful Gate to ask alms of those
entering the temple. Seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked to
receive alms. And Peter directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said, “Look at
us.” And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive something from
them. But Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you. In
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!” And he took him by the
right hand and raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankles were made
strong. And leaping up, he stood and began to walk, and entered the temple with
them, walking and leaping and praising God.

* Act 4:1-4 And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of
the temple and the Sadducees came upon them, greatly annoyed because they were
teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. And
they arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, for it was already
evening. But many of those who had heard the word believed, and the number of
the men came to about five thousand.
* Act 4:19-21 But Peter and John answered them, “Whether it is right in the sight
of God to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge, for we cannot but speak
of what we have seen and heard.” And when they had further threatened them, they
let them go, finding no way to punish them, because of the people, for all were
praising God for what had happened.
* Act 5:1-11 But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of
property, and with his wife's knowledge he kept back for himself some of the
proceeds and brought only a part of it and laid it at the apostles' feet. But Peter said,
“Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back
for yourself part of the proceeds of the land? While it remained unsold, did it not
remain your own? And after it was sold, was it not at your disposal? Why is it that
you have contrived this deed in your heart? You have not lied to man but to
God.” When Ananias heard these words, he fell down and breathed his last. And
great fear came upon all who heard of it. The young men rose and wrapped him up
and carried him out and buried him. After an interval of about three hours his wife
came in, not knowing what had happened. And Peter said to her, “Tell me whether
you sold the land for so much.” And she said, “Yes, for so much.” But Peter said to
her, “How is it that you have agreed together to test the Spirit of the Lord? Behold,
the feet of those who have buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry
you out.” Immediately she fell down at his feet and breathed her last. When the
young men came in they found her dead, and they carried her out and buried her
beside her husband. And great fear came upon the whole church and upon all who
heard of these things.
* Act 5:12-16 Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among the
people by the hands of the apostles. And they were all together in Solomon's
Portico. None of the rest dared join them, but the people held them in high
esteem. And more than ever believers were added to the Lord, multitudes of both
men and women, so that they even carried out the sick into the streets and laid them
on cots and mats, that as Peter came by at least his shadow might fall on some of
them. The people also gathered from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing the sick
and those afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all healed.

* Act 8:14-16 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had
received the word of God, they sent to them Peter and John, who came down and
prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit, for he had not yet fallen on
any of them, but they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.
* Act 8:18-25 Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was given through the laying
on of the apostles' hands, he offered them money, saying, “Give me this power also,
so that anyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” But Peter
said to him, “May your silver perish with you, because you thought you could
obtain the gift of God with money! You have neither part nor lot in this matter, for
your heart is not right before God. Repent, therefore, of this wickedness of yours,
and pray to the Lord that, if possible, the intent of your heart may be forgiven
you. For I see that you are in the gall of bitterness and in the bond of iniquity.” And
Simon answered, “Pray for me to the Lord, that nothing of what you have said may
come upon me.” Now when they had testified and spoken the word of the Lord,
they returned to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel to many villages of the
Samaritans.
* Act 9:32-35 Now as Peter went here and there among them all, he came down
also to the saints who lived at Lydda. There he found a man named Aeneas,
bedridden for eight years, who was paralyzed. And Peter said to him, “Aeneas,
Jesus Christ heals you; rise and make your bed.” And immediately he rose. And all
the residents of Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they turned to the Lord.
* Act 9:36-43 Now there was in Joppa a disciple named Tabitha, which,
translated, means Dorcas. She was full of good works and acts of charity. In those
days she became ill and died, and when they had washed her, they laid her in an
upper room. Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, hearing that Peter was
there, sent two men to him, urging him, “Please come to us without delay.” So Peter
rose and went with them. And when he arrived, they took him to the upper room.
All the widows stood beside him weeping and showing tunics and other garments
that Dorcas made while she was with them. But Peter put them all outside, and knelt
down and prayed; and turning to the body he said, “Tabitha, arise.” And she opened
her eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up. And he gave her his hand and raised
her up. Then, calling the saints and widows, he presented her alive. And it became
known throughout all Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. And he stayed in
Joppa for many days with one Simon, a tanner.

* Act 10:1-48 At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of what
was known as the Italian Cohort, a devout man who feared God with all his
household, gave alms generously to the people, and prayed continually to
God. About the ninth hour of the day he saw clearly in a vision an angel of God
come in and say to him, “Cornelius.” And he stared at him in terror and said, What
is it, Lord?” And he said to him, “Your prayers and your alms have ascended as a
memorial before God. And now send men to Joppa and bring one Simon who is
called Peter. He is lodging with one Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the
sea.” When the angel who spoke to him had departed, he called two of his servants
and a devout soldier from among those who attended him, and having related
everything to them, he sent them to Joppa. The next day, as they were on their
journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the housetop about the sixth
hour to pray. And he became hungry and wanted something to eat, but while they
were preparing it, he fell into a trance and saw the heavens opened and something
like a great sheet descending, being let down by its four corners upon the earth. In it
were all kinds of animals and reptiles and birds of the air. And there came a voice to
him: “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” But Peter said, “By no means, Lord; for I have
never eaten anything that is common or unclean.” And the voice came to him again
a second time, “What God has made clean, do not call common.” This happened
three times, and the thing was taken up at once to heaven. Now while Peter was
inwardly perplexed as to what the vision that he had seen might mean, behold, the
men who were sent by Cornelius, having made inquiry for Simon's house, stood at
the gate and called out to ask whether Simon who was called Peter was lodging
there. And while Peter was pondering the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Behold,
three men are looking for you. Rise and go down and accompany them without
hesitation, for I have sent them.” And Peter went down to the men and said, “I am
the one you are looking for. What is the reason for your coming?” And they said,
“Cornelius, a centurion, an upright and God-fearing man, who is well spoken of by
the whole Jewish nation, was directed by a holy angel to send for you to come to his
house and to hear what you have to say.” So he invited them in to be his guests. The
next day he rose and went away with them, and some of the brothers from Joppa
accompanied him. And on the following day they entered Caesarea. Cornelius was
expecting them and had called together his relatives and close friends. When Peter
entered, Cornelius met him and fell down at his feet and worshiped him. But Peter
lifted him up, saying, “Stand up; I too am a man.” And as he talked with him, he
went in and found many persons gathered. And he said to them, “You yourselves
know how unlawful it is for a Jew to associate with or to visit anyone of another
nation, but God has shown me that I should not call any person common or
unclean. So when I was sent for, I came without objection. I ask then why you sent

for me.” And Cornelius said, “Four days ago, about this hour, I was praying in my
house at the ninth hour, and behold, a man stood before me in bright clothing and
said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer has been heard and your alms have been remembered
before God. Send therefore to Joppa and ask for Simon who is called Peter. He is
lodging in the house of Simon, a tanner, by the sea.’ So I sent for you at once, and
you have been kind enough to come. Now therefore we are all here in the presence
of God to hear all that you have been commanded by the Lord.” So Peter opened his
mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, but in every
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. As for the
word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he
is Lord of all), you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea,
beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: how God anointed
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good
and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. And we are
witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They
put him to death by hanging him on a tree, but God raised him on the third day and
made him to appear, not to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as
witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. And he
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by
God to be judge of the living and the dead. To him all the prophets bear witness that
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his
name.” While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who
heard the word. And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with
Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the
Gentiles. For they were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then
Peter declared, “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have
received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” And he commanded them to be baptized
in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some days.
* Act 12:1-19 About that time Herod the king laid violent hands on some who
belonged to the church. He killed James the brother of John with the sword, and
when he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. This was
during the days of Unleavened Bread. And when he had seized him, he put him in
prison, delivering him over to four squads of soldiers to guard him, intending after
the Passover to bring him out to the people. So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest
prayer for him was made to God by the church. Now when Herod was about to
bring him out, on that very night, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound
with two chains, and sentries before the door were guarding the prison. And behold,
an angel of the Lord stood next to him, and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter

on the side and woke him, saying, “Get up quickly.” And the chains fell off his
hands. And the angel said to him, “Dress yourself and put on your sandals.” And he
did so. And he said to him, “Wrap your cloak around you and follow me.” And he
went out and followed him. He did not know that what was being done by the angel
was real, but thought he was seeing a vision. When they had passed the first and the
second guard, they came to the iron gate leading into the city. It opened for them of
its own accord, and they went out and went along one street, and immediately the
angel left him. When Peter came to himself, he said, “Now I am sure that the Lord
has sent his angel and rescued me from the hand of Herod and from all that the
Jewish people were expecting.” When he realized this, he went to the house of
Mary, the mother of John whose other name was Mark, where many were gathered
together and were praying. And when he knocked at the door of the gateway, a
servant girl named Rhoda came to answer. Recognizing Peter's voice, in her joy she
did not open the gate but ran in and reported that Peter was standing at the
gate. They said to her, “You are out of your mind.” But she kept insisting that it was
so, and they kept saying, “It is his angel!” But Peter continued knocking, and when
they opened, they saw him and were amazed. But motioning to them with his hand
to be silent, he described to them how the Lord had brought him out of the prison.
And he said, “Tell these things to James and to the brothers.” Then he departed and
went to another place. Now when day came, there was no little disturbance among
the soldiers over what had become of Peter. And after Herod searched for him and
did not find him, he examined the sentries and ordered that they should be put to
death. Then he went down from Judea to Caesarea and spent time there.
* Gal 2:11-14 But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face,
because he stood condemned. For before certain men came from James, he was
eating with the Gentiles; but when they came he drew back and separated himself,
fearing the circumcision party. And the rest of the Jews acted hypocritically along
with him, so that even Barnabas was led astray by their hypocrisy. But when I saw
that their conduct was not in step with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas
before them all, “If you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how
can you force the Gentiles to live like Jews?”
* 1Pe 5:13 She who is at Babylon, who is likewise chosen, sends you greetings,
and so does Mark, my son.

