
Key Ideas in Overcoming Heresy

What has Apostle Paul suggested as key ideas to overcoming heresy? Let’s review 
what we have learned by looking at several ideas mentioned by Paul.

1. Christ is Supreme, he is the beginning and the end, by faith alone in Christ Jesus you

have the fullness of God. (Col 1:16-19)

2. You don’t need a MAN or ANGEL to give you access to Christ. (Col 1:20-22) (Col 2:15)

3. There is no secret knowledge that a teacher, philosopher, preacher, or organization is 

going to give you which will make you a SUPER CHRISTIAN who is all powerful; 

Christ is the MYSTERY that has been hidden for ages, but is NOW revealed to 

the Saints. (v26)

4. The MYSTERY is in both the FATHER and of CHRIST, not in human philosophy (Col

2:1-3)

5. Be STEADFAST, having received Christ, walk in him. Keep to the things Christ reveals

to you and teaches you through the Spirit. (Col 2:5-7)

6. Don’t be ROBBED by human philosophy. (Col 2:8;Col 2:4) (human philosophy 2nd place)

7. Christ is the FULLNESS (completeness, perfection) of everything and in CHRIST you are 

MADE FULL. (Col 2:10) (You are being filled up, perfected, completed) discuss….at end

8. YOUR DEBT HAS BEEN CANCELED! (The IOU, you wrote.)  God’s law wasn’t against 

you, you were against God’s law. (Col 2:14)

9. Fastings, harsh punishment of your body, restricted diets, special observances of 

Sabbaths and new moons, varied practices of tradition, the worship of angels and so 

forth will not save you all the more; it is Jesus alone, who saves, heals, and delivers. 

(Col 2:16-23)

10. HUMAN WISDOM PERISHES: Wisdom that is based on human reason with all its 

laws and ordinances, though sounding wise, will perish with use; though appearing 

wise, it isn’t of any value against the indulgence of the flesh. (Col 2:23) (Won’t eat 

meat but will kill a baby.)

11. SET YOUR MIND ON THINGS ABOVE, since you were RAISED WITH HIM. (Col 2:1)



Vice Versus Virtue

VICES
Take Off

VIRTUES
Put On

ATTITUDES                    Colossians 3:5 ATTITUDES                     Colossians 3:12

Sexual Immorality Compassion

Uncleaness Kindness

Depraved Passion Lowliness

Evil Desires Humility

Covetousness Perseverance

ACTIONS                       Colossians 3:8 ACTIONS                           Colossians 3:13-15

Anger As Christ Forgave, You Forgive

Wrath Walk in Love

Malice Let Peace Rule Your Hearts

Slander Be One Body

Shameful Speaking Be Thankful

The goal is IDENTITY with Christ, not ceremony, observances, and laws. You TAKE OFF the 
old you, and you PUT ON the new you.  When your are clothed with the NEW YOU and find 
ABOVENESS rather than BELOWNESS. The old you is discarded and not needed any 
longer. Colossians 3:7, 12, 16

Discuss what it means to LET THE WORD OF GOD DWELL IN YOU RICHLY (verse 16)

Note the idea in chapter 2:8-10, in Christ dwells the fullness of the Godhead bodily, 
and  you are complete in Him…. 

1 John 3:9 says, “No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God’s seed
remains in them; they cannot go on sinning, because they have been born of God. “

1  John  5:4  says,  “In  fact,  this  is  love  for  God:  to  keep  his  commands.  And  his
commands are not burdensome, for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This
is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith.”  

Complete – Greek, Pleroo: to make full,  to fill  to the fullest, full  measure, to make
complete, to render PERFECT, to carry to the end or fulfill, to cause God’s will to be
obeyed as it should be and God’s promises to receive fulfillment (Strongs on Grk Words)


