
Over Turning Tables
Apostle Paul leaves no tables over turned. He speaks to the Religious Tradition in us all,
especially in Colossians. 

We believe that our rituals and tradition will SAVE US! But Christ was already at work in us to
desire to do His will. Philippians 2:13. Especially in my own religious tradition, it would seem if
I pray more, fast more, study the Bible more, evangelize more, I will some how arrive at the
pinnacle of Christian success. 

Paul reminds us that the “Fullness of Christ dwells in
us bodily” This same idea is illustrated by the SEED.
The  fullness  of  that  plant,  dwells  the  seed  bodily.
When  you  plant  it,  it  WILL GROW  into  the  same
physical body and stature of its PARENT. 

1  John  3:9  says,  “No  one  who  is  born  of  God  will
continue to sin, because God’s seed remains in them; they
cannot go on sinning, because they have been born of God.
“

1 John 5:4 says, “In fact, this is love for God: to keep his commands. And his commands are not
burdensome, for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the
world, even our faith.”  

Paul then, is after our traditions and rituals, reminding us that CHRIST IS SUPREME and our
rituals will not bring to us any more spirituality and salvation than we already have through
Christ Jesus.

Refrigerator  Faith

I remember hearing the testimony of a woman who had been seeking God
for the gift of the Holy Spirit and tongues.  After a few months of seeking
God, one day she went to her refrigerator to get some milk and the Holy
Spirit fell upon her as she touched the refrigerator. She instantly began to
speak in tongues and weep before God.

As she told her testimony to her friends, they inquired how they too could
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. She invited each of them to come to her
house and after praying for a while, she would tell them to come over and
TOUCH HER REFRIGERATOR to receive the gift of the HOLY SPIRIT and
SPEAKING IN TONGUES.

Clearly, a refrigerator is not going to impart to you the Gift of the Holy Spirit. This little RITUAL
ushered several women into the Gift of the Holy Spirit, but it wasn’t the Refrigerator that did it!
Christ declared in John 14:16, the Father will send you another COMFORTER. It is not the
RITUAL that brings spiritual encounter, it is OBEDIENCE that brings spiritual encounter.  Ro
8:14



Colossians 2:14 and the "Handwriting of Requirements"

Christ “wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us…having nailed it to the
cross” (Colossians 2:14, NKJ). What kind of requirements are being discussed?

The Greek word for “handwriting” is  cheirographon,
used in common Greek for a document written in
one’s own hand as legal proof of indebtedness.
Some  modern  translations  call  it  a  bond  of
indebtedness.

Christ wiped out a note of debt. What kind of debts
did Christ cancel? He canceled our spiritual debts,
our  sins,  our transgressions of  God’s law, and
this  is  what  the  note  of  debt  refers  to. In  his
crucifixion,  Christ symbolically nailed our note of
debt  to  his  cross because  his  sacrifice  paid  our
debts. 1 Peter 2:24 uses a similar analogy.

The  Greek  word  for  “requirements”  (KJV “ordinances”)  is  dogmasin, a  form of  the  word
dogma, which is used only five times in the New Testament. Dogma can refer to decrees of
Caesar (Luke 2:1, Acts 17:7) or apostolic decrees (Acts 16:4).

Commentators generally agree that  dogma in  Colossians 2:14 refers to God’s laws. That
makes  the  most  sense  in  the  context,  because  our  spiritual  debts  have  come  from
breaking God’s laws. However, some commentators have erred in saying that God’s laws
have been against us and were nailed to the cross.

The meaning becomes more clear if we notice that cheirographon is singular and dogmasin is
plural. It is the cheirographon, the note of debt, that “was [singular] against us, which was
[singular]  contrary  to  us.  And  He has taken  it  [singular]  out  of  the  way,  having  nailed  it
[singular]  to  the  cross.”  The  last  part  of  verse  14  is  about  the  handwriting,  not  the
requirements.

God’s laws are not against us. It is the note of debt, our sin, that has been against us. The
validity of the laws is not in question here; the fact that we incur a debt if we fail to keep
the requirements implies that Paul is referring to laws that are valid.
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