
The Colossian Heresy
Part 3 (Gnosticism)

The roots of Gnosticism

Prior to 1945, Gnosticism was known only from the
counter-arguments  of  early  Christians  such  as
Irenaeus  and  Hippolytus.  Although  their  writings
contain  Gnostic  excerpts,  their  reliability  was
undetermined.

In 1945, an Egyptian peasant came across a jar full
of  Gnostic  books,  known  as  the  Nag  Hammadi
texts. These books not only have served to confirm
the accounts of the early church Fathers, but have
indicated that  some Gnostic ideas can be traced
back  to  New  Testament  times.  An  example  of
early Gnostic teaching is given in the Gospel of
Thomas.

The Gospel  of  Thomas is believed to have been
compiled  around  A.D.  140.  Professor  Helmut
Koester of Harvard University has suggested that
“the  Gospel  of  Thomas, although  compiled  c.
140, may include some traditions even  older than
the  Gospels  of  the  New Testament,  `possibly  as
early as the second half of the first  century’ (50-
100) — as early as, or earlier than Mark, Matthew,
Luke,  and  John”  (Elaine  Pagels,  The  Gnostic
Gospels, Vintage Books, 1981, pages xv-xvi).

The discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls in 1947 has also shed light on Gnosticism, because
the Jewish sect of the Essenes cultivated some Gnostic ideas.

In light of  the above discoveries,  Josephus’ excursus on Jewish sects becomes enlightening.
Josephus’ description of the Essenes speaks of a dualistic approach in the life of the Qumran
community. They believed that “coming forth from the most rarefied ether they are trapped
in the prison-house of the body…but once freed from the bonds of the flesh, as if released
after  years of  slavery,  they rejoice and soar  aloft”  (The Jewish War, tr.  G.A.  Williamson,
Penguin, 1959, page 374).

Gnosticism

These systems believed that the material 
world is created by an emanation or 'works' 
of a lower god (demiurge), trapping the 
divine spark within the human body. This 
divine spark could be liberated by 
gnosis, spiritual knowledge acquired 
through direct experience. Some of the core 
teachings include the following:

1.  All matter is evil, and the non-material, 
spirit-realm is good.
2. There is an unknowable God, who gave 
rise to many lesser spirit beings called 
Aeons.
3. The creator of the (material) universe is 
not the supreme god, but an inferior spirit 
(the Demiurge).
4. Gnosticism does not deal with "sin," 
only ignorance.
5. To achieve salvation, one needs gnosis 
(knowledge).

MOTO: THERE'S NO RELIGION 
HIGHER THAN THE TRUTH!



The Essenes held to this doctrine so dearly that they vowed to impart it “to no man otherwise
than  as  he  himself  received  it”  —  after  rigorous  initiation.  The  books  of  the  sect  were
preserved with similar care, “and in the same way the names of the angels” (page 373).

The  ascetic  practices  of  the  Essenes  included  abstinence  from certain  foods.  The
Essenes could touch neither oil, nor meat, nor wine. Sabbath-keeping was the strictest
possible among the Essenes. They “abstain from seventh-day work more rigidly than
any  other  Jews.”  Their  extremism  on  Sabbath-keeping  comes  out  more  clearly  in
another statement of Josephus, in which he notes that they “do not venture to remove
any utensil or go and ease themselves” (page 373-74). The Essenes adhered to strict
discipline.  They  avoided  the  pleasures  of  the  body,  they  prohibited  marriage,  the
possession of wealth or property,  all  secular talk,  even the changing of shoes and
clothes.

In searching for  the broader roots of  Gnosticism, one finds isolated but  relevant ideas in
apocryphal  works,  both  Jewish  and  early  Christian.  The  Jewish-Christian  work  of  the
second century A.D., Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs, lists seven orders of angels
and uses the same terminology as was used by the Colossian heretics. The two highest
ranks  of  angels  are  in  the  seventh  heaven,  and  are  known  as  “thrones”  and  “powers”
(compare  Paul’s  reference  in  Colossians  2:15).  Similarly,  the  Book of  Enoch,  the  best
source  of  information  for  the  development  of  Judaism  (written  by  Chassidic  or
Pharisaic  Jews  around  163-63  B.C.),  speaks  of  “angels  of  power  and  angels  of
principality” (Enoch 51:10).

The picture of 24 seats surrounding God’s throne was not introduced first in Revelation 4:4.
Even  before  Revelation  was  written,  the  Jews  were  almost  unanimously  (not  the
Sadducees) teaching that everything had its angel. In the Book of Enoch 82:10 ff., the
stars have their angels; each of the four seasons has its angel; each of the 12 months of the
year has its angel and each of the 360 days of the year (the full extent of the year at that time)
had its angel. The Book of Jubilees claims that, on the first day of creation, God created
various orders of angels: of the Presence, of the winds, of the clouds, of cold, of heat,
of hail, of thunder, etc.

Attacks on Secret Fraternal Orders

Illuminati, Masons, Moose Lodge, Woodsmen, Scottish Rite, and so forth. I really don't have 
the time to waste developing “conspiracy theories” or serving up “railing accusations”. All 
these organizations serve society, provide important social and financial connections, and 
challenge their members to strive to advance society.

These are NOT FAITH ORGANIZATIONS. Don't mix the pure doctrines of Christ with the 
philosophies of men. Christ is PREEMINENT, the first and the last.

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Rev%204.4
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Col%202.15


Mystical Gnostic History

Disclaimer: Not only is BAPTISM a Christian Tradition, but also a Pagan Tradition. The same can 
be said of SACRIFICE and various ICONS which were used both in Christian and Pagan Traditions. 
Before you make broad sweeping conclusions about any ONE ICON, you would also need attack all 
other ICONS. So it is the SYMBOLISM or MEANING of the ICON that is of importance.

Examples: 

             Vatican Rome

   All Seeing Eye w/ Veritas                   All-Seeing Eye
                 Brugge Cathederal Ger.                     Last Supper

Let me simply say, there are thousands of examples of the “all-seeing eye” in Chrstian Icongraphy, 
as well as Pagan Mythology. (Norse god Odin, sacrificed an eye to acquire enlightenment.) It seems 
to me that much of these ideas come from the Book of Enoch and the knowledge given to men by 
the WATCHERS. http://thesymbologist.thesymbologist.net/2015/03/the-single-eye-of-cyclopes.html

Whether the GNOSTICS, or the ESSSENES, or the AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT, or of our 
SCIENCE of today, there is a belief that the two GNOSTIC PILLARS of DISCOVERY and 
MATHMATICS will lead man to Spiritual Elightenment. (Note: Revelation, Illumination, Discovery 
all being the same idea AND Mathmatics, Analytics, and Reason all being the same idea.)

Various ICONS of the Masons point to these two pillars of Gnosticism as did 
many other Secret Orders. The Order of the Scottish Rite, defines the G in the 
ICON as GNOSIS. https://gnosticwarrior.com/g-2.html 
     
 (keep in mind there are many Gnostic variations on these ideas)

The Age of Reason or Age of Enlightenment found its basis in Gnoticism. Decartes (I think, 
therefore I am) and Issac Newton's (Principia Mathmatica) is pure Gnosticism as seen in the Book 
of Colossians. Science now becomes the answer to man's dilemmas.

The Enlightenment was marked by an emphasis on the scientific method and reductionism, along 
with increased questioning of religious orthodoxy—an attitude captured by the phrase “Sapere 
aude” (Dare to know). So varied Secret Orders and Fraternities grew from the philosophies of 
ENLIGHTENMENT, focusing on illumination and reason. (Kabala, Hebrew Secret Order)

The real discussion is not about SECRET ORDERS and FRATERNAL ORGANZIATIONS, it 
is about CAN CHRIST ALONE ILLUMINATE YOUR HEART and ADVANCE MANKIND?

https://gnosticwarrior.com/g-2.html


Paul’s reply

Paul dismissed the doctrines that had been elaborated on the basis of premises such as the
above. That is the impact of Colossians 1:20, where he stressed that Christ was able, through
his death, “to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven,
by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.” Ro 8:3-39 What shall separate us..neither

death, nor life, nor ANGELS, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present or things to come.

By including earth and heaven, Paul  was leaving nothing outside the mediating power of
Christ. The vain deceit of the heretics was exposed. They were teaching the Colossians to
give their allegiance to principalities and powers that, as Paul explained, were rendered
defunct by Christ’s triumph (2:15).

Paul’s advice was that they should not let anyone usurp Christ’s portion and take their
prize from them (2:18). To think otherwise was to be deceived into a sense of false humility,
into the lamentable state of  created beings (angels) rather than the Creator himself. The
heretics were dishonoring Christ by trying some other approach to God.

Paul was explaining that, in the teaching of the heretics, Christ was losing the place he had in
God’s plan of salvation. It is for this reason that Paul began to explain Christ’s office and
function  early  in  the  book by  pointing  out  that  “God was pleased  to  have  all  his
fullness  dwell  in  him”  (1:19),  and  that  the  fullness  dwells  “bodily”  (2:9).  The  term
fullness was a special one for the Gnostics. The Colossian Gnostics may have used it, and

Paul  decided to  put  it  in  context  for  them using superlative  language.  Christ has the
preeminence. He is firstborn of the dead, the Head of the church, the fullness of God

(1:15-20).   Jack's  view:  You can't  get  any more  TRUTH than Jesus,  because He is  the
COMPLETION of the TRUTH. Jesus is the FULLNESS of TRUTH. There is no ROOM for
other TRUTH. (Jn 14:6)

What is Truth

JESUS + JEWISH TRADITION = TRUTH

JESUS + HUMAN REASON & SELF ILLUMINATION = TRUTH
JESUS + SELF DISCIPLINE = TRUTH

JESUS SAYS, “I AM THE COMPETED, FULL, & PERFECT TRUTH”
I am the Alpha and Omega

I am the Beginning and the End
All things begin with me & end with me
I am all knowledge, wisdom, and truth

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Col%201.20


Asceticism

“Touch not; taste not; handle not” (2:21) are not prohibitions of the Old Testament, neither are 
they an elaboration of any Old Testament command. As Paul pointed out, they were “based 
on human commands and teachings” (2:22). They have only a semblance of wisdom, but, in 
essence, they are a pretense that does not lead to any honorable end (2:23).

The Essenes had strict prohibitions with respect to meat and wine — even oil. Such items 
were not to be touched, let alone tasted. Self-imposed asceticism provided a feeling of 
superior spirituality. It gave the impression that the successful ascetic had managed to rise 
above fleshly desires and was now in a separate category. Even circumcision can appear to 
the ascetic to be valuable, simply because it can be presented in dualistic terms. By 
mortifying the body of the flesh, the ascetic can claim to uphold the life of the spirit.

Paul’s explanation dismisses the whole question. If Christians have buried the entire old 
self in the grave symbolized by the waters of baptism, why would they want to pretend 
that it could now help their spirituality?

Circumcision repelled the Gentiles. It does not appear to have been a major issue at 

Colossae, otherwise Paul would elaborated on it in Colossians 2:16-23.2

Judging others

Paul’s warning concerning judging “what you eat or drink” (2:16) needs clarification. The 
original says nothing about food or drink; it speaks about the act of eating and the act of 
drinking. The terms brosis and posis refer to acts, not substances (compare 1 Corinthians 8:4 
and 2 Corinthians 9:10 with 1 Corinthians 6:13, 8:8, 10:3 and Hebrews 9:10).

As mentioned earlier, the Essenes abstained from eating meat or any meat product. Similarly,
they would abstain from oil and reject any food that had been touched by defiled hands. Had 
they been in Elijah’s position, they would not have eaten food touched by a crow. They would 
not believe that God would command ravens to feed a prophet (1 Kings 17:4).

As for drinking, there is no prohibition in the Old Testament that would affect anyone but a 
priest (Leviticus 10:9) and a Nazarite (Numbers 6:3). An ascetic teaching, however, such as 
that of the Essenes, could prohibit wine and milk. It could prescribe times and conditions for 
the use of other foods; it could also regulate the amounts so as to protect the members from 
the evils of luxury or excess.

Paul’s answer to the ascetic content of the Colossian heresy is that such matters are 
“destined to perish with use” (Colossians 2:22). The sense of this verse is similar to that 
conveyed by Matthew 15:17 and 1 Corinthians 6:13. There is no moral value in prohibitions 

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor%206.13
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Matt%2015.17
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Col%202.22
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Num%206.3
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Lev%2010.9
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Kings%2017.4
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Heb%209.10
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Corinthians%2010.3
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Corinthians%208.8
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor%206.13
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/2%20Cor%209.10
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor%208.4
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Col%202.16-23


enjoined for purposes of asceticism.
One can imagine how silly the Colossian heresy was in attempting to hold onto Jewish 
ceremonial rules, for example, once a Christian had lost sight of Christ’s direct mediation. As 
Paul points out with logical force, what is the point of subjecting oneself to decrees of any sort
after the fullness of Christ has been set aside? Nothing can replace Christ. Without Christ at 
the center, absolutely nothing would stand, no matter how many commandments one would 
care to keep, and no matter how strictly one were to keep them.

The reason for this claim is plain: Such acts do not involve the removal of sin. Only Christ, 
with his sacrifice, is able to nail every person’s spiritual debts to the cross (2:14), thus 
triumphing over all traditional and nontraditional principalities and powers. Whatever had 
power over man’s spiritual life — whether an order of angelic beings, or an ascetic principle 
— it was already superseded by Christ. He was now “the Head, from whom the whole body, 
supported and held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows as God causes it to grow” 
(2:19).

The judging that was going on at Colossae was misguided (2:16). The matters listed, despite 
the claims of the Colossian heretics, could not transcend Christ who is now the body, the 
substance, the very center of God’s plan of salvation. All else is a mere shadow that holds no 
value as a replacement for Christ. After all, the Colossians were members of the very Body of 
Christ!
The heretics were trying to push the church of Colossae out of the light and into shadows. 
Even though God’s law had a “shadow of the good things that are coming,” it could not “make
perfect those who draw near to worship” (Hebrews 10:1).
In summary, the Colossian heresy was caused by Jewish Christians who had fallen prey to 
early Gnostic teachings. Paul addressed this problem, not by reference to the Old Testament, 
but by centering the minds of the Colossians on the completeness and fullness in which they 
shared as members of the Body of Christ.

Gnosticism In Brief
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06592a.htm

Gnosticism places the salvation of the soul merely in the possession of a quasi-intuitive knowledge of the 
mysteries of the universe and of magic formulae indicative of that knowledge. Gnostics were "people who 
knew", and their knowledge at once constituted them a superior class of beings, whose present and future 
status was essentially different from that of those who, for whatever reason, did not know. 

“A collective name for a large number of greatly-varying and pantheistic-idealistic sects, which flourished 
from some time before the Christian Era down to the fifth century, and which, while borrowing the 
phraseology and some of the tenets of the chief religions of the day, and especially of Christianity, held matter 
to be a deterioration of spirit, and the whole universe a depravation of the Deity, and taught the ultimate 
end of all being to be the overcoming of the grossness of matter and the return to the Parent-Spirit, which 
return they held to be inaugurated and facilitated by the appearance of some God-sent Saviour.”

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Heb%2010.1
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06592a.htm
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