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Was it thunder, or something else? 

By Pastor Ron Heidebrecht 
07-15-18 

John 12:27-30 
"Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say? 'Father, save me from this hour'? No, it was for 
this very reason I came to this hour. Father, glorify your name!" Then a voice came from 
heaven, "I have glorified it, and will glorify it again." The crowd that was there and heard it said 
it had thundered; others said an angel had spoken to him. Jesus said, "This voice was for your 
benefit, not mine. 
 

At the beginning of Chapter 12 it tells us that it was Six days before the Passover, Jesus was in 
Bethany just outside of Jerusalem staying at the house or Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. Then 
beginning in verse 12 Jesus enters the City of Jerusalem riding on a donkey. The Passover is close 
and the time for His crucifixion is very near now. Jesus is with His disciples and there is also a 
crowd of people there. 

 

Just before our scripture Jesus speaks to his disciples telling them about His coming crucifixion. 

John 12:23,24  And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified.  Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it 
remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.   

 

What I want to draw your attention to verse 27  "Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say? 
'Father, save me from this hour'? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. 
 
I have faced things in my life that troubled me, and I have had times that I felt my mind and heart in 
turmoil and even greatly distressed, but I have never faced anything like our Lord Jesus did as he 
faced what was coming.  
 
One of the other Gospels tells us that He had set His face toward Jerusalem,……Isaiah prophesies 
about the Messiah in Isa 50:7 But the Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame. The picture 
this paints for us is he was completely resolved to do what He came into this world to do. Knowing 
what is coming and still facing it with complete determination, but that did not mean that it will not 
be troubling and distressing as He faced the cross. 
 
So what we see here is the Lord Jesus facing the horrific physical pain and torture that he knew was 
coming and that he would have to endure. This must have been greatly troubling, who of us would 
not be greatly distressed if we knew we were facing this? 
 
Then I think one of the things that may have troubled Him the most was the reality that he was 
about to experience something that he had never known and something that was completely foreign 
to Him and that was separation from His Father. In only a few days Our Lord Jesus would be 
hanging on the cross and at a time of His greatest agony, if we had been there standing watching 
this I’m sure that we would have thought Oh my Gosh, to watch a crucifixion the way the Romans 
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did it was probably the most grotesque thing you would ever witness. I can only imagine a person 
looking at that and thinking could it get any worst, and then to hear these words come out of his 
busted and bleeding mouth ……my God my God why have you forsaken me. I think the thing that 
must have troubled His heart the most was facing that moment, that very second when the presence 
of His Father would be gone……when all of a sudden, He realized that He couldn’t see Him, 
couldn’t hear Him, couldn’t feel Him or touch Him, something that had never occurred before.  
 
It truly melts our hearts to see that our wonderful Savior, our Lord Jesus was forsaken on the cross 
for us, so that we don’t have to be. When we by simple faith believe in Him and put our trust in 
Him we will not be forsaken in this life and the next life. 
 
Then he says in verse 28 Father, glorify your name!" Then a voice came from heaven, "I have 
glorified it, and will glorify it again." 
 
Our Lord Jesus before His disciples and the crowd of people that were there re-affirms His steadfast 
commitment to the cross and His purpose as our savior. Even though His heart and mind were 
troubled over what was awaiting Him He directs the attention to His Father saying I came into the 
world for this very reason, Father Glorify your name. I want your name to be honored over 
everything else. 
 
Then God the Father speaks, as says I have glorified it and will glorify it again. Here this miracle 
of God the Father speaking audibly to confirm again as He had all through our Lord’s earthly 
life….. the Father confirms again who Jesus was and is and what He came to do. 
 
Then look at verses 29-30, It says, The crowd that was there and heard it said it had thundered; 
others said an angel had spoken to him. Jesus said, "This voice was for your benefit, not mine. 
 
In verse 30 it says that The Lord says …."This voice was for your benefit, not mine. This audible 
voice the disciples would remember more so after Jesus’ resurrection, and it would solidify in their 
hearts who Jesus really was…the Messiah that was promised, the Christ, the Son of God, the Lamb 
of God and Savior for all men.   This audible voice from the Father was for them. 
  
There were three groups of people here and each group heard something different. Did you notice 
that? The Holy Spirit who inspired the apostle John to write this description of this event, and he 
made sure to include that there were three perceptions of what happened here.  This description is 
not in our Bibles by accident.  

Three perceptions of the same event. 
1. There were those who just heard thunder. They had no spiritual perception to what was 

going on. All they got out of this was that it had just thundered”. They heard with natural 
ears, and detected nothing spiritual going on, and as a result of what they perceived there 
was no benefit to them. As far as they knew, it had simply thundered, they heard some noise 
and that was it. That is all they got out of it. 

 
2. The second group of people were at least partially tuned in because they were aware that 

something was going on, but they did not get the complete connection. They weren’t as 
spiritually unreceptive as the first group, but they were still a way off from knowing that 
what they had heard was the voice of God. They may have actually heard some words or 
something that sounded like words, and that is why they said an angel had spoken. spoken, 



 3

but they didn’t know that it was God the Father speaking and they didn’t really benefit from 
this either. 

 
3. The third group was the disciples who heard the voice of God the Father with clarity. We 

know this because they recorded what they heard, and because Jesus would not have told 
them that this was for their benefit it they didn’t hear clearly what God had said. 

 
I believe that the Holy Spirit who inspired these words was deliberate in the way this story is 
described. He gives us three distinct perceptions in this story, and because I believe the word of God 
can and should be applied to our lives, I want to suggest to you that we can apply what we see here 
to ourselves.  
 
I believe that there are times that God may be speaking to us, in other words God has something to 
say to us, but we are not hearing it, it just sounds like thunder or noise to us. Then sometimes we 
hear something, but we are not hearing clear enough to know what is being said and we are not 
getting very much benefit out of it either, but the encouragement to my heart is that we are not stuck 
with just those two perceptions, there was a third perception and that encourages my heart that we 
can hear God speak to us clearly, even as the disciples did.  
 
Here is my question for you, did God speak to you this week? Most of the time God does not speak 
to us audibly. He does however speak to us in our heart, He can speak to us through another 
individual, He can certainly speak to you through His word, and through songs, through 
circumstances……God can speak to us in many different ways.  
 
Let me turn this in another direction and ask you this……. If the Lord was going to speak to you 
today, what do you think He would want to say to you? How many of you think that if God were to 
speak to you directly that the word “knuckle head” would be used in that first sentence that God 
would speak? The reason I say that is because the truth is we really are “knuckle Heads” sometimes 
aren’t we? (I’m kidding with you) …. Brothers and sisters, I don’t believe the Lord would use that 
word in speaking to us. I don’t believe He would speak down to us or demean us in any way? 
 
What we have to realize that in order for us to be truly His, the cost was so great. The love of a 
faithful and wonderful savior was so great that the Lord must really be fond of us and care about us 
so much. He must actually like us. How many of you think that the Lord actually likes you? You 
know it goes even deeper than that, He actually loves you and I so very much. For you and I to be 
His, it cost Him so very much. Through the cross He has made the way for you and I to have a 
relationship with Him and for us to have “spiritual ears” in our hearts so we can hear Him speak to 
us. 
 
I believe that the Lord has things to say to His people. He wants us to hear His voice because we 
need to, and we are going to benefit greatly from hearing God. When I look at our scripture, I just 
see the tender love of our Lord Jesus for His disciples? They didn’t have a clue what was getting 
ready to happen, but Jesus knew. He knew that their faith was going to be shaken to the very core 
when they saw their master beaten, crucified, and killed. The word from God that was planted into 
their hearts, was planted there because they were going to need this word especially in the next few 
days, weeks, and months that were ahead. Their belief that Jesus was the Son of God, and the Christ 
was going to be challenged when Jesus breathed his dying breath hanging on the cross. Every devil 
in hell would try to steal their faith. So, when Jesus prayed that The Fathers name would be 
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Glorified, and God the Father spoke and said I have Glorified it and I will Glorify it again, this 
reply from the Father was for them to solidify their faith and strengthen them in what was going to 
happen very soon.  
 
Somebody might say, but didn’t the disciples go into hiding when Jesus was arrested. Yeah, they 
did. Didn’t some of them deny Him, and didn’t they act like cowards? Yeah some did. Then how 
can you say that this word from God was to strengthen them and solidify their faith that He was the 
Christ that He claimed to be. We can say this because Jesus said it was for their benefit. What I 
wonder is, had Jesus not prayed for them, and had they not heard the voice of God there is no telling 
what could have happened to them. I think that it might have been much worst than them just 
hiding. God spoke to these disciples in preparation for what was coming, and hearing His voice was 
for their benefit. It was important for them to hear the voice of God. 
 
There are some who do not believe that God speaks today. We are not those kinds of people. God 
has a lot to say and He will not be muzzled. We want to hear what God has to say to us. 
 
I believe that the scriptures declare with great forcefulness that it is important also for us to hear the 
voice of God. Here are some examples: 

 We  read passages like Jer. chapter 10 verse one Hear what the LORD says to you, 
O house of Israel.  

 Or in Exod chapter 15 verse 26 where the people of Israel were told to  listen 
carefully to the voice of the LORD their God 

 Jesus tells us in Luke chapter 11 Blessed are those who hear the word of God and 
obey it." 

 In John chapter 10 Jesus tells us that His sheep hear His voice. 
 
From these scriptures we can see how important it is that we hear His Voice. Our scripture in John 
12 goes along with this and teaches us a solid principle about Spiritual Receptivity. Here is what we 
see:  

There were three distinct interpretations of this one event. 
 There were those who said it thundered. This is like people who see a circumstance, 

and all they hear is just noise. 
 There were those who said an angel had spoken. These are people that know that 

maybe something spiritual is going on, but they haven’t quite connected to it yet. 
 And there were the disciples who heard the voice of God. 

 
How many of you want to be like the disciples, and hear the voice of God in your life, and in your 
circumstances and the situations that you are going to go through? We all have different 
circumstances that we encounter in this life. We have situations that sometimes we cause upon 
ourselves, and other times they just seem to happen to us. Sometimes those circumstances and 
situations that we find ourselves in cause us pain physically and mentally and emotionally. I know 
that sometimes situations that happen in our lives can be very confusing and difficult to understand.  
 
Have you ever been in a situation where you could not figure out which way was up? What in the 
world is happening in my life, what’s God doing with me, or even where is He. Have you ever said 
that in a difficult situation, WHERE IS GOD? 
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It is at times like these that we must put our eyes on Jesus and stay close to Him, because if we 
continue to keep our eyes on those situations and circumstances those are the times that we can only 
hear the thunder and not hear what God may be speaking to us. 
 
So, the question that we all need to ask ourselves at times is; am I hearing the thunder or something 
else? Am I hearing what God wants me to hear. Am I hearing His voice in my heart? I believe with 
all my heart that God wants you and I to hear His voice in those difficult situations and 
circumstances that we find ourselves in. Well how then do we hear the voice of God during those 
difficult times in our lives, and what if I am only hearing the thunder in my circumstance what can I 
do to change that? 
 
Here is what we have to do, we have got to get our eyes off of the situation, and back on Jesus. We 
have got to get our focus off of the hurt, the pain, and the anger. We have got to stay close to Him 
and look into His face, because you cannot hear the voice of God very clearly if you don’t have 
your eyes on Jesus. We live in a noisy world and we have to keep our eyes on Jesus, so we can hear 
Him clearly. 
 
Have you ever been in a crowed room that was noisy, and you couldn’t hear somebody that was 
standing next to you talk, until your get real close and look them in the face then you can hear 
them? Doesn’t it make it easier to understand someone when you look them in the face? 
 
So what happens when we are looking into the face of our Lord, and listening to His Voice, it’s like 
the faucet opens up and the encouragement we need rushes out to us and we are strengthened. But 
when we take our eyes off of Jesus, we cannot hear His voice very well, and it’s like the faucet 
shuts off or is barely trickling, and we don’t get what we need to get through those tuff 
circumstances. God wants to supply those things to us that we need. HE wants to make a rush 
delivery to you of fresh grace, mercy, faith, strength, and hope, but in order for Him to do that, you 
have too take your eyes off of your circumstances and look into the face of Jesus so that you can 
hear him speak to you.  
 
In Acts 16:22-25 there is a story that illustrates how this works. 
The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates ordered them to be 
stripped and beaten. After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into prison, and the 
jailer was commanded to guard them carefully. Upon receiving such orders, he put them in the 
inner cell and fastened their feet in the stocks. About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and 
singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them. 
 
Paul and Silas were beaten, thrown into prison and at midnight they began to sing praise and 
worship God. They heard the voice of God in their circumstances. They didn’t just see the obvious, 
in other words that didn’t just hear the thunder. They were not looking at their situation, they could 
have. It was no small thing to be beaten or scourged in ancient times. Instead of looking at their 
situation, they were staring with the eyes of their hearts at the Lord and listening for His voice and a 
valve opened up and the Holy Spirit rushed out to them a flood of strength, power, and faith. That is 
why they were singing and worshipping God. Then it goes on to tell us that the chains fell off and 
the Prison doors opened. The chains in one way or another, will always fall off when we listen for 
His voice and respond to Him with trust and obedience. In fact, there is no way that chains can stay 
on us when we listen for His voice, and respond when He speaks. 
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So here is my question for you, what have you been hearing this week? Are you hearing the thunder 
or are you hearing the voice of God? God wants you to know today that He wants you to hear His 
voice in your circumstances right now, and in the situations and circumstances that you are going to 
face in the future. I want to encourage you today to stay close to Jesus, look into His face. Keep 
your eyes focused on Him and listen carefully for His voice. He wants to speak to you. You have to 
recognize that we live in a noisy world with many distractions, and to focus the eyes of your heart 
away from your circumstances and on the Lord is not easy. In fact quite honestly it is pure work 
sometimes to focus on looking at Jesus and listening for His voice. 
 
When you look at where you are today, do you see circumstances that still bring you pain, or anger?  
There are people that try to block out of their minds painful, hurtful experiences, because the only 
thing that they can see and hear is that experience over and over and again and again, and what it is 
doing to them now. It becomes so large that they cannot cover it up or make it go away. They hear 
the thunder, but they have yet to hear the voice of God in that hurtful deep pain in their hearts. In 
those situations, the past is still their present and their future.   
 
There are people whose lives are so spiritually crippled by the hurts in their life that they cannot 
move one inch forward. I believe that God wants to set us free, and He wants to make us whole. In 
order for us to be truly whole, healed and set free from hurtful situations we must hear the voice of 
God speak freedom to our hearts. It is not wrong for you to have experienced pain in your life, but it 
is not God’s will for you to live in emotional and spiritual crippled condition for the rest of your 
lives and be consumed by a wounded heart. We need to hear the voice of God in that situation and 
be healed through Christ’s love. If you will focus on hearing what God wants to say to you And 
God will speak to each of us what we need to hear in a way that we can understand it. We need to 
hear the voice of God especially in those difficult and hurtful experiences so that we can move on 
and live the life that God has destined for us to live.  
 
God wants you to be whole today, and He wants you to hear His voice because when you do it is 
going to make a difference in your life. Jesus told his disciples that this voice was for their benefit, 
and it was…….. and it still is today. 
 
You might be thinking, if I am supposed to hear God’s voice then what is God going to say to me? 
Well I cannot tell you that, you are going to have to listen and hear for your self as you take your 
eyes off of your circumstances and with the eyes of your heart look into the Lord’s face. I can tell 
you this, when you are looking intently into the face of Christ, it is then that you will be able to hear 
the voice of God more clearly, and the faucet will be open flooding into your heart and mind the 
encouragement, strength, peace and direction that you need. 
 

It wasn’t thunder after all it was His voice. Be encouraged my brothers and sisters. 


