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Why?  

(Part 3) By Helen Jackson 
One of the scriptures that I find precious is Proverbs 11:25: “A generous person will prosper; whoever 

refreshes others will be refreshed.”(NIV) 

Could we agree that we want to be good stewards of what has been entrusted to us? That we want to 
let others know that Daddy God’s plans for good, for hope and for a future are for everyone? To share the 
good news that He is faithful to all generations? And as we heard recently, He looks forward to our future 
with optimism?   

Recently, I was wooed to re-read and ponder the second chapter of Titus in the NIV. In that short but 
powerful chapter we read the reasons why it so important to mentor and share the Good News. Paul instructed 
Titus to teach older women to live Godly lives so they can teach the younger to live and love in a way that 
“the word of God is not maligned.” Younger men are to be taught “so that those who oppose you may be 
ashamed because they have nothing bad to say about us.” Slaves are to be taught to be fully trust-worthy “so 
that in every way they will make the teaching about God our Savior attractive.”  

Titus 2:11 – 15 For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. It teaches us to 
say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this pre-
sent age, while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus 
Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are 
his very own, eager to do what is good. These, then, are the things you should teach. Encourage and rebuke 
with all authority. Do not let anyone despise you. 

Hmmmmm. Reasons to do what we do. In past times of reading this chapter, I’d never made the con-
nection between what we do and why we do it. We don’t have to have a reason to follow God’s  instructions, 
but for me, it helps. We can live and share in this present age while we wait. Others have taught, nurtured and 
encouraged while they waited. We have to conclude that they were refreshed while they did it.  

As we remember with gratitude our being helped along and acknowledge that God is faithful to all 
generations, we cannot let “yesterday’s failures,” our age, our insecurities, or our busyness hold us back.  

How should we begin? Whatever we do and wherever we go, we only have to be ourselves. Consider 
that not all those older women in Titus’ life learned and taught in the same way --- each of them taught “while 
they waited” in their own style. They shared as naturally as they taught their children how to put on sandals. 
There was no formula then. There is no formula now! 

Yes, there are reasons we attempt to do Kingdom living well. We love because He first loved us 
comes to mind. Beautiful Ladies of Grace will “pass on” the gifts of friendship and practices of growing in the 
faith. Let us keep thanking God “in all things”; focus on His goodness and mercy and mission; keep our ears 
attuned to His voice; study His word for our instruction; and look at others around us through His eyes. They 
have much to teach us!                                                                                                   (continued on page 2) 



 

Much has been entrusted to us. Mentoring, teaching, paving the way may not come naturally like it did 
to my friend Mary Jane. But it will become easier if we want to be good stewards. There are many who have 

not been exposed to what we have learned. Rather than pity the disadvantaged, let’s find ways that invite them 
to join us on the journey.  

Look around. She’s there. She may be 4, 24, 44, or 84. Whoever she is, she needs you. She needs for 

you to hear her heart. If you don’t believe me, just listen. Listen to her and to God. Soon you’ll know why your 

paths crossed and what she “needs” from you! 

Keep Climbing! 

“Keep your face to the sun and you will never see the shadows.”  ― Helen 
Keller  

 
As Christians we can say it this way:  

“Keep your face to the Son and you will never see the shadows!” 

Our Christmas Candlelight Service will be on December 16th @ 6:30 PM. 

Prayer will be on the first & third Wednesdays at 7:00 PM at the church.  

Dates for December are  the 5th & 19th. 

Nijmeh home group will meet on Dec. 7th at the Simmons’ & the 21st at the            

Nijmeh’s.  

Milton home group will meet ONLY ON THE 12TH at Mike’s home and 

Heidebrecht’s home group will meet on  the 12th & 26th at their home. 

 

 

 

 



 
Receive GOD’s Gift of Yeshua  

by Peg Ziegler 
 
Sometimes we don’t always have a correct picture of our Heavenly Father.  Some of us were 
raised picturing GOD, the Father, as distant, unforgiving or maybe even critical.  We may pic-
ture Jesus as tender, loving and caring, almost having to hold back GOD’s wrath and punish-
ment from us.  Or sometimes we may think that our salvation is based upon our own good 
works, trying to win GOD’s love and approval.  Sure, Jesus saved us when we first said the 
sinner’s prayer, but after that somehow it’s up to us. 
 
Remember “for GOD so loved that He gave….” (Jn 3:16).  And Jesus tells His disciples, 
“Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father” (Jn 14:9).  GOD has given us the Spirit of His 
Son where we can call him Father and Daddy (Gal 4:6). 
 
But sometimes we still have a difficult time receiving such good news.  So GOD did us a big 
favor, a huge favor; He named His Son, Jesus.  In Hebrew, Jesus’s name is Yeshua, which 
means deliver, save, or rescue. 
 
Jesus didn’t have to hold back GOD’s wrath and judgement for our sins.  Jesus fulfilled all 
the requirements of a holy GOD and His death paid for all our sins: past, present and future.  
Jesus’ death on the cross demonstrates GOD’s love, mercy and grace meeting GOD’s require-
ments of righteousness and holiness.  Our debt was paid for, reckoned and fulfilled when He 
cried, “It is Finished!” 
 
Next time you’re reading a passage or singing a song and you see the word “save” or 
“salvation”, please substitute the name of Jesus, Yeshua.  The story of Zacchaeus in Lk 19:1-
9 shows us a clear illustration of this.  In verse 5, Jesus tells Zacchaeus, “I must stay at your 
house today” and in verse 9 Jesus says, “Today salvation has come to this house….”  Truly 
salvation, Salvation, Jesus, Yeshua had come to Zacchaeus’ house that day.  Simeon’s prayer 
in Lk 2:30 “My eyes have seen your salvation….” blesses us to become: My eyes have seen 
Yeshua; my eyes have seen Jesus.  In another passage “…salvation has come to the Gentiles” 
in Romans 11:11 blesses us to become: Jesus has come to the Gentiles.  This helps us see 
more of Jesus in the scriptures and puts our focus back where it belongs, on Christ and Christ 
alone. 
 
Christmas is right around the corner.  We exchange gifts with family and friends.  When we 
give a gift, we want the other person to receive and appreciate the gift we give.  GOD gave us 
a big gift, a huge gift, an awesome gift: His Son.  Let us receive and appreciate the gift of His 
Son, Jesus, Yeshua. 



 
What Is Advent? 

        
       Celebrating Advent involves spending time in spiritual preparation for the coming of Jesus Christ at 
Christmas. In Western Christianity, the season of Advent begins on the fourth Sunday prior to Christmas Day, 
or the Sunday which falls closest to November 30, and lasts through Christmas Eve, or December 24. (We will 
end it the Sunday before Christmas Day.) 

        Advent is a period of spiritual preparation in which many Christians make themselves ready for the com-
ing, or birth of the Lord, Jesus Christ. Celebrating Advent typically involves a season of prayer, fasting, 
and repentance, followed by anticipation, hope, and joy. 

       Many Christians celebrate Advent not only by thanking God for Christ's first coming to Earth as a baby, 
but also for his presence among us today through the Holy Spirit, and in preparation and anticipation of his 
final coming at the end of time. 
 
Definition of Advent 

       The word "advent" comes from the Latin "adventus" meaning "arrival" or "coming," particularly of some-
thing having great importance. 
 
The Time of Advent 

       For denominations that celebrate Advent, it marks the beginning of the church year.  In Western Christi-
anity, Advent begins on the fourth Sunday before Christmas Day, or the Sunday which falls closest to Novem-
ber 30, and lasts through Christmas Eve, or December 24. When Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday, it is the 
last or fourth Sunday of Advent. 

       Today, however, more and more Protestant and Evangelical Christians are recognizing the spiritual signif-
icance of Advent, and have begun to revive the spirit of the season through serious reflection, joyful expecta-
tion, and even through the observance of some of the traditional Advent customs. 
 
Origins of Advent 

       According to the Catholic Encyclopedia, Advent began sometime after the 4th century as a time of prepa-
ration for Epiphany, and not in anticipation of Christmas. Epiphany celebrates the manifestation of Christ by 
remembering the visit of the wise men and, in some traditions, the Baptism of Jesus. At this time new Chris-
tians were baptized and received into the faith, and so the early church instituted a 40-day period of fasting and 
repentance. 

       Later, in the 6th century, St. Gregory the Great was the first to associate this season of Advent with the 
coming of Christ. Originally it was not the coming of the Christ-child that was anticipated, but the Second 
Coming of Christ. 

       By the Middle Ages, the church had extended the celebration of Advent to include the coming of Christ 
through his birth in Bethlehem, his future coming at the end of time, and his presence among us through the 
promised Holy Spirit. Modern-day Advent services include symbolic customs related to all three of these 
"advents" of Christ. 

       For more about the origins of Advent, see the History of Christmas. 
 
Advent Symbols and Customs 

       Many different variations and interpretations of Advent customs exist today, depending on the denomina-
tion and the type of service being observed. The following symbols and customs provide a general overview 
only and do not represent an exhaustive resource for all Christian traditions. 

       Some Christians choose to incorporate Advent activities into their family holiday traditions, even when 
their church does not formally recognize a season of Advent. They do this as a way of keeping Christ at the 
center of their Christmas celebrations. 
 

Advent Wreath 
Lighting an Advent wreath is a custom that began with Lutherans and Catholics in 16th-century Germany. 
Typically, the Advent wreath is a circle of branches or garland with four or five candles arranged on the 
wreath. During the season of Advent, one candle on the wreath is lit each Sunday as a part of the Advent ser-
vices.   
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Advent Wreath 
       Lighting an Advent wreath is a custom that began with Lutherans and Catholics in 16th-century Germa-
ny. Typically, the Advent wreath is a circle of branches or garland with four or five candles arranged on the 
wreath. During the season of Advent, one candle on the wreath is lit each Sunday as a part of the Advent ser-
vices.   
 

Advent Colors 
       The advent candles and their colors are packed with rich meaning. Each represents a specific aspect of 
spiritual preparation for Christmas. 
       The three main colors are purple, pink, and white. Purple symbolizes repentance and royalty. Pink repre-
sents joy and rejoicing. And white stands for purity and light. 
       Each candle carries a specific name as well. The first purple candle is called the Prophecy Candle or 
Candle of Hope. The second purple candle is the Bethlehem Candle or the Candle of Preparation. The third 
(pink) candle is the Shepherd Candle or Candle of Joy. The fourth candle, a purple one, is called the Angel 
Candle or the Candle of Love. And the last (white) candle is the Christ Candle. 

 
Alpha and Omega 
In some church traditions, the Alpha and Omega are Advent symbols: 
Revelation 1:8 
"I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is, and who was, 
and who is to come, the Almighty." (NIV) 
 
Information found on the internet by searching for the meaning of Advent. 

 

Chili Sausage Swirls  

(traditional Neely Christmas morning breakfast) 

4 c. biscuit baking mix 

½ c. margarine (butter), melted 

1 c. milk 

1 lb. hot pork sausage 

1 lb. regular pork sausage 

1 ½ c. chopped green chili’s 

Cut margarine into biscuit mix.  Place in refrigerator for 30 minutes. In a large bowl, mix sausages and green 

chili and let stand to room temperature.  Divide biscuit dough in half, roll each piece out to large rectangle., 

¼ inch thick.  Spread half of the sausage mixture completely over each piece of dough.  Roll up as for a jelly 

roll.  Wrap in plastic wrap and freeze for only one hour.  Remove from freezer and slice 1/3 inch thick.  

Freeze until ready to use.  Just before serving, place frozen slices on baking sheet and bake at 400 deg. for 20

-25 minutes.  Makes 50-60 swirls. 

NOTE:  Place wax paper between layers of sliced swirls before freezing. 

I have shared this recipe before, but thought it might be worth sharing again.  Bob’s mother, Jean Smith, 
would make this every Christmas for the entire family.  Bob and I have continued the tradition for our family, 

but now that we don’t get together on Christmas morning, I have to be creative as to when to serve them.  
Hope you enjoy! 
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